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T. Jack Robinson’s Five-Time Champion Graces Color Insert

By WiLLiam F. BRown
Editor, The Asmericax FieLp

titles, a pre-eminent pointer performer and producer, is the bonus

feature in this 1979 Christmas Number. The determined white and
black stylist that has won imporiant honors for owner T. Jack Robinson
of Dayton, Tenn., and handler W. F. Rayl of Fitzgerald, Ga., earned this
pin-up distinction because of the astounding consistency that has hall-
marked his performances in major circuit competition. Evolution, or
“Hack,” as he is called, invariably has made his presence felt whenever
and wherever put down and his performance record has certainly been
most gratifying for his fond owner and his able handler. Impressive as
his winning record is, there is a great deal of additional satisfaction be-
cause the Robinson color-bearer has achieved a deserved reputation for
always giving his best and “off-days” are entirely foreign to his nature.

Evolution is a well-made white and black pointer male, representative
of his line, possessed of the rich natural qualities that have distinguished
the family he now heads. He had received a golden inheritance from able
ancestors and Evolution has contributed importantly to his breed and to
bird dog history not only by virtue of his own winning performances but
the continuing feats of his progeny.

The oil painting that was used for this year’s color insert is another of
the distinctive portraits done by John T. Donaldson of Gaithersburg, Md.,
whose art has gained him stature with the great artists famed for their
original oil portraits of bird dog immortals. Skill in painting bird dogs
is a wonderful gift that must be predicated on a thorough knowledge of
the subject. John Donaldson, first of all, is a bird dog man, the essential
ingredient in depicting the dog as an individual, with the character, spirit,
intensity, vitality and style — and, yes, personality — for, studying any of
the great bird dog painters of the past, one is

:) VOLUTION, renowned winner of five significant championship

immediately struck by the fact that each knew
dogs, had an abiding atfection for the class bird
dog and the desire to portray on canvas pre-
cisely what turns the bird dog fan on — the indi-
viduality, the character, courage and dynamism,
the thrilling style and pervasive poise, the artis-
tic skills to capture the qualities that spark the
interest of all familiar with the remarkable char-
acteristics that distinguish every fine bird dog.

The fact that the portrayal is warmly admired
by both the owner and the handler, that the
painting conveys to them the super qualities
that thev know Evolution to possess, attests to
the fact that John Donaldson has scored again.
The 1979 color insert will make an attractive
framed picture for all who admire an outstand-
ing pointer and a fine painting, and this attrac-
tive print is a notable addition to the colorful
group of Christmas Number inserts that have
gained popularity in the past. With John Donaldson’s portrait of Ch.
Flush’s Country Squire having been a colorful insert in the preceding
special edition of the Diamond Jubilece Quail Futurity, the portrait of
five-time Champion Evolution in this holiday issue will be received with
acclaim by all readers,

Evolution’s achievements as a performer and as a producer are familiar to all close
followers of field trials and there is no doubt that the sterling scion of Ch. Endurance
will continue to contribute significantly, for Evolution is still vigorous and in good
health . and Evolution gracing the Christmas Number as the color insert is a
tribute to his remarkable accomplishments.

“Hack” boasts royal lineage and he has in every sense lived up to his regal blood-
lines. "Tis said that consistency is a jewel and thus Evolution is a Kohinoor sparkler,
a gem of purest ray serene, for he has been nothing if not consistent in his per-
formances against the very best competition. This writer cannot recall a time when
he has seen Evolution run that the dog has not acquitted himself with distinction.
All of us know only too well that man or animal cannot sustain peak form for anyv
protracted period of time, vet Evolution has seemed able to render one impressive
exhibition after another and in markedly different areas and circumstances.

Evolution boasts a fine winning record — five championship titles in the sixteen
placements credited to him, which include ten firsts, five seconds, including a runner-
up in the Georgia 'Derby Championship of 1974, and a solitary third, which further
bespeaks Evolution’s consistency.

Evolution was whelped January 21, 1972, sired by Ch. Endurance ex Miss Holmes,
bred by A. E. and W. F. Rayl, then of Niota, Tenn., and owned by T. Jack Robin-
son, the well-known patron and club official of Dayton, Tenn.

Originally registered as Emperor, his name was changed within a month to Evolu-
tion, an interesting selection if one recalls the celebrated Clarence Darrow trial.

Jack Robinson and the Ravls thought so highly of Ch. Endurance that they were
eager to have his progeny carrv on. Endurance had been a noted performer in
puppv competition, won as a Derby, but it was in his all-age form that he com-
manded the greatest attention, a fine chicken and quail dog, being runner-up in the
All-America Open Chicken Championship in 1968 and shortly after winning the
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United States Open Chicken Championship, then in early 1970 he won the Continen-
tal Open All-Age Championship. His dozen placements in the caliber of competition
faced reflected what manner of dog he was and pointer fanciers were naturally
attracted to him. Ch. Endurance justitied the faith of these breeders, for he sired
more than half-a-hundred field trial winners. To cement acceptance of his prepotency.
his winning offspring came from a goodly number of bitches of diverse bloodiines.

It is of interest to note that Ch. Little Diamond (Endurance—Miss Holmes) is a
full sister of Evolution from a later litter, whelped January 16, 1973. Little Diamond
has been nothing short of sensational in top-flight shooting dog competition account-
ing for seven championship titles and an amazing six runner-up awards in her fifty-
placement list! Other of Ch. Endurance’s get that are well-known to field trial fans
include Endurable, Endurance’s Grand Slam, Etowah Jane, Gravel Man, Memo and
Omen, Sherray, Sliparound, Streetcar, Taxi, The Hugger, Ch. Triple Squeeze, Wahoo's
Endurance Buck, and who can say what might have been the accomplishments of
Endurance’s sensational Derbies had not fate denied them a competitive chance in
all-age competition? . . . The versatility of his progeny is demonstrated by the fact
that his get were formidable contenders in both running all-age and top shooting
dog events.

Five-time Ch. Evolution is carrving on for his distinguished family. Despite the
fact that owing to his being campaigned regularly he has not been bred extensively,
Evolution is credited with thirty winners with 185 placements, including Ch. Arrival
and Ch. Glenwood Cameo. One of his sons, Unknown Reward, was recently third in
the Forty-Sixth American Field Pheasant Dog Futurity,

It might be remarked that Evolution’s first crop of puppies enjoyed marked suc-
cess in juvenile competition and indeed there has not been enough time for a lengthy
record of all-age wins, but certainly what his progeny have been doing in strong
Derby competition augurs well for the future. It is notable that Evolution imbues
them with the all-important hunting desire, ample speed and the urge to run, an
extraordinary penchant for finding game and a capacity for acceptance of carly train-
ing.

Yes: the distinguished family that Jack Robinson has bred and owned and cam-
])aigned bespeaks the effectiveness of his breeding program and the individuals he
has promoted. No play on words is intended but certainly Evolution has plaved an
integral part in the evolution of a successful strain of pointers.

Let us, as is customarily the case, look at four
generations of his pedigree. The genealogy is included
in this article and one is immediately aware that ex-
traordinarily successful performers and producers are
prominent in the pedigree, both genders, incidentally,
and one still can conjure up unforgettable work by
Greenwood Bill, by Rumson Farm Havride, and recall
the amazing average excellence of Elation’s offspring.
a noted producing dam.

Evolution’s dam, Miss Holmes, a daughter of Riggins
White Knight (and his legendary record needs no ex-
pounding here), while Ch, Gunsmoke, maternal grand-
sire of Miss Holmes, is also a Hall-of-Famer whose per-
formance/production record mirrored his exquisite par-
entage.

With acknowledgement of the excellence of the
breeding of Ch. Evolution, it is appropriate to list his
placements:

2d Hamilton County (Tenn.) Amateur Puppy (8) 1

1st Northern States Open Derby (F) i

3d Grand Bay Open Derby (F) 1

1st Alapaha Open All-Age (1-Hour Heats) (F) i

2d Tar Heel Open Derby (F) 1

1st East Kentucky Open Derby (F) 1
2d Ole Kaintuck Open Derby (F) 1973
Runner-up Georgia Derby Championship !
(1-Hr. Heats) (8) 1?14
1st Suwannee River Open Derby (3) ) Al & 1974
Winner, North Carolina Quail Championship (I:Hr.) (S) lg'ﬁ'i
1st Hamilton County (Tenn.) Amateur All-Age (8) " 1.()1.}‘
Winner, Border International Chicken Chpshp (1-Hr). (F) ];’LE‘
Winner, North Carolina Quail Championship (1-Hr.) (8) 'l;i_ni
2d Hoosier Indy 5000 Open All-Age (1-Hr.) (8) 1.()1‘
Winner, Georgia Quail Championship (1-Hr.) (8) . 1-‘31\_
Winner, Region 3 Amateur All-Age Chpshp (1-Hr.) (8) 1978

(S)—First six months of year
(F)—Last six months of vear

It is a record that has brought gratification to owner Jack Robinson and to handler
Bill Rayl. But only the narrowest of margins kept it from being a great deal more
extensive. There are recollections of stakes in which Evolution had performed ]J‘I'l]-
liantly, with perhaps another title in his grasp, when fate intervened — the dog getting
out of sight on a mammoth searching cast and not being taken up in judgment, on
oceasion found too late on point. This is not just what-might-have-been remembrances
for the incidents actually happened and one transpired in the North Carolina Open
Championship of 1975.

What are Evolution’s outstanding characteristics? What better person to ask than
Bill Rayl, the Fitzgerald, Ga., professional, whose strings have cut such a wide
swath in major trials during recent vears.

“‘Hack’,” Bill Rayl will tell vou “is an extraordinary dog. He showed a wealth of
natural qualities as a puppy, though not competing as a matter of course in iuvem!e
events, and he was a most precocious Derby. The record shows he won first in
Open All-Age competition during his Derby season. _

“Whether in workouts or in trials, every time I turned ‘Hack’ loose,” Bill Rayl
ssserts, “I could count on an honest effort. He would run as big as the country, but
his application was always exactly what I'd like it to be — he didn’t ever just play
around, nor run merely for the exhilaration of doing so; he was always purposefu
and though sometimes it was a problem to keep up with him, his main concern was
to hunt for me, to handle, and it he would be gone for any length of time, you could
be sure he had pointed birds somewhere! Evolution, in my judgment, could pattern
a course with the best of them: he characteristically used the wind intelligently ap-
proaching likely objectives, and with experience his knowledge of finding birds and
Sll(illl in handling them made me more appreciative than ever of his great natural
abilities.
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“In a few words,” Bill Rayl emphasizes, “Evolution
possesses all the best instinets and inbred hunting quali-
ties of a natural bird dog with a heart as big as himself,
absolutely no quit in him, and you can not only depend
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practices in North Carolina, serving with distinction on
the North Carolina Natural Wildlife Resources Com-
mission and responsible for many fine improvements at
the Sandhills Wildlife Game Management Area at Hoff-

CH. RUMSON F

on him to give you his best every time, but feel secure in
the knowledge that he is entirely dependable in his
handling of game. No scent situation is too difficult; he
is blessed with quickness and an uncanny sense of loca-
tion with a positive attitude and style on point that en-
ables quick diagnosis of the exact location of his birds. He
is specially adept in relocation, though I must say that
he seems to possess the faculty of pinning his game
broperly and is not often called upon to relocate. You
Lnow, training dogs is an ongoing education and I must
say that ‘Hack’ has taught me many things, including
a fuller knowledge of what a good dog can do. I have
certainly had my own horizons widened as to what a
dog’s capabilities actually are, and such broadened
knowledge of a top bird dog’s abilities enables cherish-
ing the highest ideal of bird dog performance standards.”

Evolution, like his own sire, Ch. Endurance, produced
his winners from a number of different bitches of varied
bloodlines. It should be of interest to include here an
alphabetical list of his winning progeny with the num-
ber of placements for each in parenthesis after each
name: Administrator (12); Ch. Arrival (13); Cool Re-
ception (12); Dot’s Rex Revolution (2); Duel (5);
Ebb Tide Becky (5); Evolution’s Big Smoke (4); Evolu-
tion’s Diamond Gem (3); Evolution’s Impulse (6); Flip
(3); Fly Me (6); Glenwood (4); Ch. Glenwood Cameo
(2); Golden Opportunity (5); Happiness (2); Heritage's
Premonition (9); Hitch Hiker (9); Jill's Viewpoint (1);
Landquest (1); Little Request (11); Miss Endurance
(3); Pam (1); Pappy’s Pistol (23); Robin’s Nest Joe
(15); Robin’s Nest Kim (2); Roll On Kizzy (2); Sonic
(27); Sunburst (4); Thermal Belt Lynn (8); Trespasser
(6); Unknown Reward (5). From the number of place-
ments shown it may well be deduced that Evolution’s

winning progeny are no flash in the pan type.
James A. Connelly, the Morganton, N. C., furniture
mogul, prominent in the North Carolina Open Quail

CH. GUNSMOKE

Championship, the Rutherford County trials and other
events in the Tar Heel State, has been a staunch admirer
of Evolution from the dog’s puppy debut. Jim Connelly,
who has contributed significantly to game management

ARM HAYRIDE

CH. RIGGINS WHITE KNIGHT

Superman 14.8-28

CH. ENDURANCE J‘
[Sirel
12-.58-320

Alachua Sue 0-6-21

I

Ch. Riggins White Knight .-
23-344-1759 [

MISS HOLMES ... . (
[Dam]
0-2-55

Misty Gunsmoke 0-1-1

Pineland Billy 1-3-21

Major Lexington Boy

Ch. Gunsmoke 13-196-797

Colonial Rose M 4-4-30 ....._

man, N. C., where the North Carolina Association and
its member clubs hold so many trials annually, bows to
no sportsman in his admiration for the running all-age
dog. Jim Connelly will tell yon frankly that the type he
likes is the kind that “runs on the brink of oblivion.” He
has been a generous patron of trials and had some of his
pointers in Bill Rayl’s string, consequently has had op-
portunity to see the Robinson champ perform many

CH. ENDURANCE

times. Jim Connelly’s remarks about Bill Rayl and Ch.
Svolution may well conclude this piece:

“I remember when Bill Rayl was the scourge of all
the top puppy competitions, each spring bringing out
some brilliant running youngsters. But Bill Rayl knows
a bird dog’s mission in life is to find birds for the gun,
and with his sons has developed outstanding all-age win-
ners and such as Ch. Endurance and Ch. Evolution attest
to this, not to forget others like Highway Man, et al.
Bill Rayl has a remarkable rapport with his dogs, is a
dedicated professional who knows there is no substitute
for hard work and with his sons, Freddie and Eddie, the
latter now chiefly concerned wtih shooting dogs, makes
sure that all of the dogs gain the experience in the game
ficlds that will improve their bird-finding and bird-
handling abilities. Evolution, in my opinion,” Jim Con-
nelly concludes, “is a representative Ravl champion—a
dog that runs big, looks good doing it, has a whale of
a lot of endurance, handles kindly for the amount of
country used, has outstanding ability to find birds and
handles his game with style and good manners.”

Quintuple Champion Evolution will be eight years of
age next January 21 and there is no gainsaying that in
five years of competition he has compiled a proud per-
formance record with his notable breeding feats sure to
be added to in the seasons ahead. . . .

Ch. Greenwood Bill
21-45-156

Pete's Wahoo Bell
0-7-24

Pineland Fred
......... ‘-4-4
Pineland Nancy
0-1-1

Ch. Rumson Farm Hayride
35-14-80

Friday's Girl
0-4-13

Sheridan's Willing Lem
5-1-12

Elation
11-7-71

0-2-11

| McMahan's Village Sue
L 0-2-11

] Lexington's Atomic Boy

8-15-100

Stanley's Candy 0-14-84 [ Greenwood Boy

Boy's Louisiana Lady

Ch. Satilla Sam
17-50-282

' Luminary's Kate
L 0-12-59

Tarheel's Colonial Spunky
16-12-69

Smith's Lue
0-4-29

Numerals show number of times placed, number of winners produced, and total wins of progeny



