




1998 

Have you ever had any setters? 
Colvin-I've had some setters but I didn't keep 

them long because I never got that real good one. 
There are some real good ones though. J guess the 
best I ever saw was Flaming Star. I was fortunate 
to be there when he won the prairie division, run­
ning on a day when the temperature was over 100° . 

And I was helping Rich Robertson one year when 
Tekoa Mountain Sunrise won a championship on 
the prairies. 

E-Its been 28 years since Johnny Crockett
became the last setter to win the National 
Championship in 1970. Do you think another setter 
will win it? 

Colvin-Sure, it could happen. I'll tell you what, 
if anybody won the National with a setter now, 
he'd make a pile of money. We were figuring it up 
last year and, with what the Setter Fund and every­
thing else being given now, they'd get $30,000 or 
$40,000. I wouldn't mind having a good setter. 

E-Did winning the National influence your
career? 

Colvin-It helped. It'll help any trainer. But 
some people think if you win the National with a 
dog like Quicksilver Pink, that she's the only dog 
you 're working. The thing is it's just the opposite. 
Because I didn't have to work her anywhere near 
as much as I did the other dogs that weren't as tal­
ented. 

E-Do you stick with a dog that isn't winning 
and keep running it on your string? 

Colvin-No. We give them an opportunity and 
that's it. We've kept some a pretty long while if 
they've showed talent and potential but just 
couldn't win. Like Pleasant Run Dot. We ran her 
for two years or more and she never pointed a bird 
in a trial. Then all of a sudden she sta11ed. 

E-Why was that?
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Colvin-It took me that long to figure out that 
all she wanted to do was run and make sure where 
I was. She was running too hard and fast to find 
birds. After that I had to road her a long time 
before I turned her loose just to get her down some. 
She'd never quit. She wouldn't stop. 

E-Do you switch back and forth between wild 
bird and liberated bird trials? 

Colvin-We have to get ready for both. We Jove 
the wild birds but 90 percent of them now have got 
liberated birds, too. There aren't many places left 
with all wild birds. 

E-How many trials do you hit a year?
Colvin-Ten or fifteen or better a season. We

used to make a lot more than we do now. We used 
to go to Oklahoma and Kansas and farther West in 
addition to the Southern and Canadian circuits. But 
it kind of works on you driving all those miles. 

E-How about the aches and pains of all that
work and riding and getting up and down off hors­
es as you get older? 

Colvin-It can be tough. But then when you get 
out there and that old dog does good it's just like 
putting Sloane's Linament or Ben Gay on those 
aching muscles. That pain just goes away. Even if 
it's somebody else's dog you're watching, it'll kill 
that pain just to see the dog fly out of sight. You 
think he's gone. Then you ride way up there and 
there he is on point. That's a beautiful sight. That 
makes it all worthwhile. 

E-Do you have any more goals to achieve in 
field trials? 

Colvin-I'd like to win the Purina Award one 
more time and I'd like to win the National again. 

E-Any trials that you haven't won that you'd
like to win? 

Colvin-Yeah, I'd like to win the Masters. I've 
run in it a lot of times but my dogs just don't 
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seem to adapt to that country. The Invitational is 
another one. But I've never liked the grounds at 
Paducah. I've always been afraid that one of my 
dogs would get run over because of all the roads 
up there. 

E-What do you think of proposals for using
tracking collars on dogs in trials as a safety mea­
sure? 

Colvin-That's one thing I wish they'd allow 
us to put on a dog. We pro trainers have tried to 
convince them but so far we haven't succeeded. 
The amateurs are trying it now and I guess if it 
works out for them we might have a better 
chance of getting it approved. It wouldn't inter­
fere with anything or give anyone an unfair 
advantage, since you'd only be able to use it once 
your dog was out of contention and going to be 
picked up. It'd save a lot of dogs' lives. And it'd 
eliminate a lot of lost time and effort. A lot of 
times we'll lose a dog near the end of a trial and 
have to stay there two or three extra days or 
longer until we find him. 

E-Do you think you could change it if the pros
were organized? 

Colvin-We could change a lot of things if we 
had a pro field trialers association and got together 
in a united effo11. But we don't have anything like 
that. 

E-What do you think of the future of all-age
trials? 

Colvin-Pretty dim. 
E-Will you stick with it?
Colvin-I'll stay in trials just as long as I'm still

able to get on a horse. 
E-Even with all the problems?
Colvin-Yeah. I just love it. And that makes it

all the better when you can still win with my kind 
of dog. 




