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For Colvin Davis it’s the Love of Running Dogs

By EVERETT SKEHAN

feelings about the sport.

Colvin Davis and his wife, Mazie, have been a highly successful team on the all-age circuit for many years.
They travel far and wide, from the pine country of the southlands to rugged western hills and the rolling -
prairies of Canada, showing their class bird dogs that run in the old tradition of reaching out and taking all the
country offers in pursuit of finding game. It is a tradition and sport that has become increasingly difficult to
pursue with the continuing losses of open country, declining populations of wild birds, and changing priorities
of judges. I caught up with Colvin at the Continental Championship to discuss his distinguished career and his

VERETT—Let’s begin with where and how
you got into bird dogs and field trials?

Colvin—Well, I live in Farmersville, Alabama,
which is in Lowndes County south of Mont-
gomery. I've lived there all my life. My dad got me
started in bird dogs. This was way back when
things were kind of tough. Dad used to take some
doctors out of Selma, Alabama bird hunting. He'd
break gun dogs for the doctors and that would take
care of our medical bills.

E—When was that?

Colvin— Oh, sometime in the late 1940s. I was
about ten years old, and that was how I got
interested. It was by being around those
gun dogs and bird hunting.

E—When did you get started in field tri-
als?

Colvin—1I guess it was about 1965. My
dad knew John Rex Gates’s dad, who was
born and raised close to where we lived.
Actually, thirty miles from where I live,
there was John Gates, Ed Mack Farrior,
Ches Harris, Leon Covington, and some
other trialers. It was quite a group. But that
was way back when the country was differ-
ent. Now it’s all pines.

Anyhow, I started going to Canada with
Mr. John to learn somethin’, then got into
trials from there. But later on I quit trialing
for about ten years and went to farming. It
wasn't until 1984 that I went back to trial-
ing.

E—Were you an amateur when you first
started in trials?

Colvin—No, I started right off as a pro. I never
ran in any amateur trials at all. What happened was
that I was a pro training gun dogs for hunters and I
got a few dogs that looked better than meat dogs,
so we started taking them to some of the weekend
trials. Tobe Stallings (owner of National Champion
Quicksilver Pink) owned some of those dogs. He’s
had dogs with me right from the beginning.

E—Was your wife Mazie with you right from
the beginning?

Colvin—No. I was married once before and my
first wife wasn’t interested in the dogs and trials.
But then I met Mazie, 23 years ago, and she loved
it right from the beginning. She was a country girl
who had always liked horses and dogs. So this was
a sport that was a natural for her, and it shows in
all that she’s done to help me. If she didn’t like it
so much, I probably wouldn’t go to any field trials.

E—I know Mazie is a reporter who covers some
trials for The AMERICAN FIELD but does she run
dogs in competition, too?

Colvin— Well, Mazie loves the reporting but it’s
a lot of hard work . . . Sometimes she’ll be riding
every day for over a week and often be up all night
working on a report. I think she likes working with
me and the dogs more. She always scouts for me
and she’s terrific at it. She’d rather scout than run
dogs.

E—Does she train with you?

Colvin—She trains with me every day. Up in
Canada she has some of her own dogs that she’s
working. She does a real good job.

[During a telephone interview a while later,
Mazie said — 1 really love the dogs and the field
trialing. It’s just the greatest satisfaction and plea-
sure. Everything about being out there with Colvin
and working dogs and scouting makes me so happy.

E—Do you like to run dogs in trials?

Mazie— Yes, I run the young dogs in trials
once in awhile and I enjoy it. I’ve won a few. I'm
the only woman who ever won the Dixie Puppy
Classic, and that was a thrill. But what I like
most is helping Colvin and scouting. I enjoy the
reporting, too, but it’s becoming harder all the
time. I hate it when I have to stay behind and fin-
ish reporting while Colvin has to move on to the
next trial. I want to be there with him and scout-
ing our dogs. So I've been cutting back on the
reporting.]

Colvin Davis

E—Colvin, did you start right off running all-
age or shooting dogs?

Colvin—Shooting dogs. Blue Monday was my
first good dog. I won a couple of shooting dog
championships with him.

E—Why didn’t you start with all-age dogs?

Colvin—Well, I've always liked a running dog.
But I didn’t get into the all-age stakes until I quit
farming and got back into field trialing in 1984.
John Rex and I were close friends and, when he
was still competing in the all-age stakes, I didn’t
like to run against him,

E—Which was your first good all-age dog?

Colvin—Sun Browned Honey. I won the Free-
for-All Championship with her. She belonged to
Mr. Stallings. We had another good one later called
Pink Lightning. We had both of them in Canada
that summer. Then we lost Sun Browned Honey in
a prairie trial. That was the first time I ever lost her
in a trial, and we never found her again,

And that wasn’t all. When we got home Pink
Lightning died from some kind of hernia. So we
lost both of them in about two or three months.
And right after that we started with Quicksilver
Pink. We called her Dorothy. She was a gift (to
Mr. Stallings) from Tate Cline, whose son, Andy,
had bred the litter out of two-time National
Champion Whippoorwill’s Rebel and Whippoor-
will’s High Ann. She was just a little pup and we
really didn’t think she was gonna make it. But I
guess she didn’t know it. Anyhow, we had those
other two good ones at the time, and those were the
only dogs I was campaigning back then. We'd kind
of pushed Quicksilver Pink to the side.

E—So Quicksilver Pink got her chance only
after the other two dogs had died?

Colvin—That’s right. And she was a little slow

getting started. We never ran her in a trial as a
Derby.

E—Well, she certainly made up for it as an all-
age. How many titles did she win?

Colvin—Dorothy’s won ten championships. She
won the National Championship in 1991; the U. S.
Open Quail Championship three times; the
Southern Championship twice, and that’s a strong
endurance stake, too. The last time she won it
(1997) she was eleven and a half years old. And
that day she ran a powerful race in snow and ice.
She’s also won the Southland, the Oklahoma, and
almost all of the Canadian prairie champi-
onships; the Saskatchewan, All-America
Prairie, and Dominion. She also won the
Purina Top Bird Dog Award (in 1990-91
with 3,108 points, which is the highest
number in history).

She’s been an amazing dog. We've lost
her a lot of times. She’s just one of those
kind that’ll keep going until she hits birds.
But most of the time, when you finish her,
W she’s gonna place.

. E—How hard did you have to work her
to grind her down for the way they want a -
dog to run at the National?

Colvin—The first time we were getting
ready, I worked her and worked her . . .
Then the day before they were going to
' run her brace, she came down with limber
tail. She didn’t get over that for a year or a
year-and-a-half. I told Mr. Stallings that
I'd never work another dog like that just
to get it ready for the National. He said
not to ever do another one of his like that. So the
next year I took Dorothy out and worked her the
same way I work her all winter, not even worry-
ing about how big she’d run or what they were
looking for at the National. And that was the year
she won it. There were enough birds there to stop
her.

E—Is the bird situation at the National as good
now as it was the year you won?

Colvin—No. I don’t think they’ve got many
birds now.

E—How do you feel about the National?

Colvin—I"m glad and proud to have won it. But
I don’t feel the same way toward it now as I did
years ago.

E—Why?

Colvin—Well, you've just got to have a differ-
ent kind of dog. The judges are flat foot walkin’
and ain’t gonna get in no hurry.

I call ’em “cane pole” dogs. That’s what old man
John Gates called them. He didn’t like a “cane
pole”, always wanted a dog that’d run, and I guess
that’s where I learned my ways of liking a running
dog. I want that dog that, if he don’t find birds
he’s gonna keep on goin’ until he does.

Quicksilver Pink was just such a dog. She gave
her all and ranged far and wide in her quest for
birds right until her last trial, which was the 1998
National Championship, which she ran at the age
of twelve-and-a-half. Dorothy is retired now.

E—How special was Dorothy?

Colvin—Oh, very. A dog like her usually comes
along only once in a lifetime. But I hope that some-
day I get another one like her.

E — After her, which is one of your best dogs?

Colvin—Most recently it was Pleasant Run Dot.
She’s won quite a bit in the past few years. She
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won the Tar Heel, the Free-for-All, and she won
the Southland, too. About five championships.

E—A front running dog?

Colvin—Pleasant Run Dot was a natural front
runner, the best I've ever had. A lot of people have
told me what a great job I did getting her to consis-
tently run to the front like that. It ain’t that though.
The best ones are naturals and that’s her. It’s bred
right into them. She was gonna be in front no mat-
ter what. There was only two times in five years
that I ever lost her.

Mazie —Pleasant Run Dot died in Canada last
September. It was so sad but she had cancer all
over her body and we didn’t know it. Two weeks
before she was put to sleep she had done a terrific
job in the Dominion. Pink Ice, one of our best
dogs, won the Championship, but Dottie was sen-
sational, too. She ran all over the country and
wouldn’t quit for anything. The doctor told Colvin
later that he was amazed she could do it and that
she had just been out there running on heart and
guts. Nothing could be done to help her.

a5

putting Sloane’s Linament or Ben Gay on those aching mus-
cles . . . You ride way up there and he’s on point. That’s a
beautiful sight.”

Colvin took her to one last trial. He picked her
out of her box and carried her to the starting line.
She seemed to know it and was really happy to be
there. Then Colvin picked her up and carried her
back in his arms. It was so sad. Some of the han-
dlers who were watching cried.

E—Colvin, isn’t it getting harder to win with the
kind of running dog that you like? What changes
have you seen in all-age stakes over the years?

Colvin—They re running completely different
kinds of dogs now in most places. The dogs run a
lot shorter than they did in the old days. All
they’ve got to do is point birds, and they ain’t got
to go nowhere.

E—Don’t any of the judges like big running
dogs?

Colvin—Oh, occasionally they like a running
dog. But 80 percent of the judges we run under
right now are shooting dog people.

E—Is it hard to tell the difference nowadays
between all-age and shooting dogs?

Colvin—To tell the truth, sometimes it is hard to
tell the difference.

E—Is that discouraging for you?

Colvin—It is discouraging. I'd quit before it gets
to that. I like a running dog too much.

E—What’s the thrill of a big running dog over a
shooting dog?

Colvin—1It’s the excitement of watching him
streak out there and disappear and not knowing if
you're gonna find him or not, then riding ahead
seeing him way out there on point. You see a
shooting dog all the time. But an all-age should be
way out there right on the edge to the point of
almost running off.

E—Is there any way for you to avoid the situa-
tions where in all-age stakes the shorter dogs are
preferred over big running dogs?

Colvin—T1 just have to watch where I go. I have

to consider the judges and the country.

E—What are your favorite trials?

Colvin—The trials in Canada. That’s my
favorite place. There are some other good grounds,
too. Like where they run the Southern. And the
Cajun has got nice fields and edges.

Mazie —Colvin loves those grounds in
Manitoba. We have trials in Canada now that
Colvin sponsors. He started the Alabama Prairie
Field Trial Club. It hosts the Pelican trial, a qualifi-
er for the National, on our grounds. But the one
Colvin’s proudest of is the John S. Gates Derby
Classic that he established and hosts on our
grounds in Canada. It’s a one hour Derby in which
Colvin guarantees a $5.000 purse. And he pays it.

E—Obviously Canada’s your favorite place.
How long have you been going there?

Colvin—For many, many years. We've got a
camp on the prairie in Broom Hill, Manitoba and
it’s just like a home away from home. Mazie’s got
it fixed up real nice with all the conveniences.

E—How does Mazie like it there?

Colvin—Oh, she loves the country and dogs and
looks forward to going to Canada every year. It's a
great place to work dogs and having Mazie there
makes it all the more special. . . For us though it’s
just like coming home every night. It’s a lot easier
to work hard all day when you’ve got your wife’s
companionship and you can come back to a clean
house and good food.

She handles dogs all the time. And she’s real
good at it. We have long days in Canada but
they’re really worth it.

E—With the schedule of trials in Canada and tri-
als all over the country, how long are you away
from your home in Alabama and on the road cam-
paigning?

Colvin—Pretty much all year long. But we don’t
mind that. I just love the horses and dogs. And
field trialing’s a good sport. I probably wouldn’t
want to do anything else.

E—Do your owners cooperate with your sched-
ule?

Colvin—Oh, definitely. I believe I've got some
of the best owners in the country. They never both-
er me about anything. They give me a free hand to
go anywhere to any trial.

E—Do they ever complain about the way their
dog is handled or anything like that?

Colvin—Never, If I turn their dog loose in a trial
and I don’t think he’s doing a good enough job to
win, I'll pick him up. His owner will go along with
whatever I decide. I've picked them up at the
National and a lot of other trials. A dog is going to
have a bad day once in awhile. Why leave him
down when it’s taking it out of your horse and the
dog. too? Save him for another day.

E—What do you think about the judges in field
trials these days?

Colvin—They’ re probably the weakest link in
field trials.

E—Why is that?

Colvin—Don’t get me wrong. There are a lot of
good people who are judges, but too many of them
Jjust don’t have the experience. We ran under a cou-
ple of judges last year, who, to my knowledge,
have never even owned a bird dog.

E— What about having the pros do some judg-
ing?

Colvin—We've talked about that. The pros
could take turns judging. It’s probably a good idea.
And it would help stop a lot of fussing at the end of
trials, too. If you judged a trial you’d see things a
little differently.

But it’s hard to get judges. You've got to get
people willing and able to take time off work and
sometimes spend two or three weeks away from
home. And all they get for their trouble is a few
saddle sores. Another problem is that you've got
some judges out there who have got no business
Judging.

E— Aren’t those the ones that volunteer to judge
all the time?

Colvin—Yeah, they do. They’ll call up and ask
if they can judge.

About the only thing we can do about it as train-
ers is just don’t go to those trials. And it’s hard to
get enough trainers to stick together and make that
work. Then when we do, the sponsors of the trial
get mad and say we’re boycotting their trial. It’s
not the trial. It’s the judges we don’t like.

E —With the shifting priorities and tastes of
judges, do you carry two different kinds of dogs
now?

Colvin— Yeah. You have to. I've got some that
run a little shorter than others but I have a hard
time winning with them for some reason.

E—Have you seen any changes in the class and
style of the dogs?

Colvin— Absolutely. It seems like they want a
dog running out there now with its tail sticking
straight up in the air like an antenna. I like a classy
dog, too, but I ain’t seen too many that can run full
blast with their tail sticking straight up.

E — What about the tail on point?

Colvin—1I want a dog to look good on point. But
the tail doesn’t have to be straight 12 o’clock as
long as it’s intense. I don’t like a low tail or a sick-
le tail either.

E—What about the dog’s race?

Colvin—Like I said, I want a dog with plenty of
endurance and go. | guess that’s why I lose a lot of
them. But that’s the only kind of dog I like to keep.
If you don’t lose one once in awhile, he ain’t run-
nin’ anyhow.

E—The kind of dog you like calls for a good
scout. But in these days of high expenses a lot of
handlers can’t afford to carry their own scouts like
they did in the past. They rely on each other for
help. What do you think of that?

Colvin—That’s all right. Most everyone out here
works together and they do their very best for one
another. They’ll do everything they can to help

“I really love the dogs and field trials. Everything about
being out there with Colvin and working dogs and scouting
makes me happy.”

you, and they’ll never try to hurt you. But I'd still
much rather have Mazie. Because it’s just human
nature. She’ll give 150 percent all the time. Plus
she knows all my dogs better than anyone, and
that’s real important, too.

E—How about the horses? Have they changed
much?

Colvin—They ve changed a lot, too. Especially
up north in Canada. We used to have to use those
Canadian horses and they were really rough. It’s a
good thing I was young, because I couldn’t do it
today.

Years ago, they’d have 80 or 90 dogs in those
Canadian trials. A guy would come up there right
out of his office to judge and he’d get on one of
those Canadian horses. I mean it was rough. I've
seen blood running right off of them. But these
walking horse we’ve got now are so much better.
You’'ve got to have good horses. I wouldn’t ride
anything else.

E— You have all pointers in your string now.
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Have you ever had any setters?

Colvin—1I"ve had some setters but [ didn’t keep
them long because I never got that real good one.
There are some real good ones though. 1 guess the
best I ever saw was Flaming Star. | was fortunate
to be there when he won the prairie division. run-
ning on a day when the temperature was over 100°.
And I was helping Rich Robertson one year when
Tekoa Mountain Sunrise won a championship on
the prairies.

E—Its been 28 years since Johnny Crockett
became the last setter to win the National
Championship in 1970. Do you think another setter
will win it?

Colvin—Sure, it could happen. I’ll tell you what,
if anybody won the National with a setter now,
he'd make a pile of money. We were figuring it up
last year and, with what the Setter Fund and every-
thing else being given now, they’d get $30.000 or
$40.,000. I wouldn’t mind having a good setter.

E—Did winning the National influence your
career?

Colvin—It helped. It’'ll help any trainer. But
some people think if you win the National with a
dog like Quicksilver Pink, that she’s the only dog
you're working. The thing is it’s just the opposite.
Because I didn’t have to work her anywhere near
as much as I did the other dogs that weren’t as tal-
ented.

E—Do you stick with a dog that isn't winning
and keep running it on your string?

Colvin—No. We give them an opportunity and
that’s it. We've kept some a pretty long while if
they’ve showed talent and potential but just
couldn’t win. Like Pleasant Run Dot. We ran her
for two years or more and she never pointed a bird
in a trial. Then all of a sudden she started.

E— Why was that?

Colvin—1It took me that long to figure out that
all she wanted to do was run and make sure where
[ was. She was running too hard and fast to find
birds. After that I had to road her a long time
before I turned her loose just to gether down some.
She’d never quit. She wouldn’t stop.

E—Do you switch back and forth between wild
bird and liberated bird trials?

Colvin— We have to get ready for both. We love
the wild birds but 90 percent of them now have got
liberated birds, too. There aren’t many places left
with all wild birds.

E—How many trials do you hit a year?

Colvin—Ten or fifteen or better a season. We
used to make a lot more than we do now. We used
to go to Oklahoma and Kansas and farther West in
addition to the Southern and Canadian circuits. But
it kind of works on you driving all those miles.

E—How about the aches and pains of all that
work and riding and getting up and down off hors-
es as you get older?

Colvin—1It can be tough. But then when you get
out there and that old dog does good it's just like
putting Sloane’s Linament or Ben Gay on those
aching muscles. That pain just goes away. Even if
it’s somebody else’s dog you’re watching, it’ll kill
that pain just to see the dog fly out of sight. You
think he’s gone. Then you ride way up there and
there he is on point. That’s a beautiful sight. That
makes it all worthwhile.

E-—Do you have any more goals to achieve in
field trials?

Colvin—1I'd like to win the Purina Award one
more time and I’d like to win the National again.

E—Any trials that you haven’t won that you'd
like to win?

Colvin— Yeah, I'd like to win the Masters. I've
run in it a lot of times but my dogs just don’t

seem to adapt to that country. The Invitational is
another one. But I've never liked the grounds at
Paducah. I've always been afraid that one of my
dogs would get run over because of all the roads
up there. )

E—What do you think of proposals for using
tracking collars on dogs in trials as a safety mea-
sure?

Colvin—That’s one thing I wish they’d allow
us to put on a dog. We pro trainers have tried to
convince them but so far we haven’t succeeded.
The amateurs are trying it now and I guess if it
works out for them we might have a better
chance of getting it approved. It wouldn’t inter-
fere with anything or give anyone an unfair
advantage, since you’d only be able to use it once
your dog was out of contention and going to be
picked up. It’d save a lot of dogs’ lives. And it’d
eliminate a lot of lost time and effort. A lot of
times we’ll lose a dog near the end of a trial and
have to stay there two or three extra days or
longer until we find him.

E— Do you think you could change it if the pros
were organized?

Colvin—We could change a lot of things if we
had a pro field trialers association and got together
in a united effort. But we don’t have anything like
that.

E— What do you think of the future of all-age
trials?

Colvin—Pretty dim.

E— Will you stick with it?

Colvin—T'll stay in trials just as long as I'm still
able to get on a horse.

E—Even with all the problems?

Colvin—Yeah. I just love it. And that makes it
all the better when you can still win with my kind
of dog.





