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Anent “Hall of Fame"\

Field Trial Followers Express Interest

HE poll of the field trial public in connection with

the “Hall of Fame” started rather slowly, but it
gained considerable momentum and in the final days
of the balloting for nominees there was a large influx
of votes. Some veterans were moved to tell why
they had selected particular candidates; there were
others who pondered the advisability of permitting
rather general voting, and a few who thought regula-
tions should be more liberal in the number of dogs
and persons to be enrolled in the Field Trial Hall of
Fame. But let this column be merely for inclusion
of some of the letters received.

D. Harris Rhyne of Montgomery, Ala., lumber
tycoon and long interested in high-class trials, promi-
nent in the affairs of the Amateur Field Trial Clubs
of America, wrote:

“Returning from a short vacation, I now find it
is time to cast my vote for the Hall of Fame of the
greatest sport of all and to the honored men and
dogs. First, Al Hochwalt! I can now see him
mounted on the gray mule at the National Cham-
pionship; seated with his pipe, chatting in friendly
fashion at local hotels during trials; and in Canada,
aboard a buckboard before the ’teens. Second, James
M. Avent! Jim, the Fox of Hickory Valley; I re-
member the ‘General,’ tall, sparse, bewhiskered,
amiable handler and his sharp, quick eye, with a
smile for every one, full of wit day and night. Third,
Hobart Ames! Who would not waste his eyesight
on a sorry dog not hunting or a running fool not
handling.

“A. G. C. Sage would be next; he did not like to go
shooting over a dog unless he was a champion. Bred
the best and saved the best; did not perpetuate
‘culls.” Then Dr. P. K. Phillips, without whose early
efforts and faithful performance there would not be
an AFTCA!

“For the dogs, Fishel’'s Frank, Comanche Frank
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and John Proctor, followed by Muscle Shoals’ Jake
and Air Pilot’s Sam. There is a quintet that made
field trial and pointer history!

“As a small boy I attended trials at Grand Junc-
tion. Back in the early days many stakes were rurm
south of town before the Championship took place
over the Ames Plantation, and I knew the men and
dogs competing in those days . .. and what memories
I cherish of those great dogs and wonderful friends.”

Frank Sturges of Magnolia Springs, Ala., formerly
of Elmhurst, Ill, a partner with Z. Erol Smith in
the Illiana Kennels, who has been in the game for a
goodly term of years, confided:

“‘Sic Transit Gloria’—or is my Latin weak? I
have been analyzing the returns in the Hall of Fame
elections and feel that I must indeed be placed with
the old-timers. It is hard for me to agree. I now
see the wisdom of leaving the final selection to a
committee instead of relying on a popular vote.

“Not that I would take anything away from Hoch-
walt. He definitely belongs in the Hall. But I can’t
feel that he was thirty times the man that C. B.
Whitford was, or twenty times Frank Young. He
was more intelligent and much better educated than
Whitford, but no more sincere or enthusiastic. T
voted first of all for Frank Young. I will never for-
get his kindness when I was first breaking into the
game in explaining the finer points to me, and show-
ing me the difference between a class dog and the
ones that I had been familiar with. I was shocked
to find he had only received five votes. Undoubtedly
Hochwalt’s finest writing was his eulogy of what
he called the immortal Princeton. I looked in vain
for Princeton’s name. Thirty years ago Young would
have been away out in front. ¢

“I voted for Ches Harris. In nearly thirty years’
association with him, I have never known him to
be anything but a gentleman and sportsman. I can
say the same for Howard Kirk, and wish that T
could for all of the handlers named.

“I voted for Sage. Unquestionably he belongs in
the first selection. Hobart Ames also, although his
efforts were directed to only one trial. It would be
hard for me to place him over Dr. King or Cecil
Proctor. I miss the name of the prince of all sports-
men, Fred H. Farnsworth. If he had bred pointers
with the zeal he backed setters, he would have been
in the top ten. William F. Brown’s place in the Hall
is assured, but not the first year. Let’s get in some
of the old-timers before they are completely for-
gotten.

“It is impossible to pick the top dogs. There are
several in the top ten that could not hold a candle to
Sioux, incidentally one that I completely overlooked.

“All this is to wish the Hall of Fame the best of
luck. I know I, and I hope every one, will be satisfied
with the selection made by the committee.”

Dr. H. T. Clarno of Farmer City, I1l., who has
judged from the prairies to the South, from the East
to the West Coast, commented :

“The ‘Hall of Fame’ idea is long past due for the
pioneers of this great sport and for the wonderful
bird dogs that have made field trials possible.

“There was one thought that I would like clari-
fied: are the ballots to be signed ?

“If they are not, what is to keep an active minority
from sending in all the ballots they can collect. Of
course, with the Field Trial Hall of Fame Election
Committee, there will be a check, but with too many
ballots from an organized group it might be em-
barrassing.”

WILLIAM H. JARRETT of Indianapolis, Ind., ap-
plauds the idea of the Hall of Fame. “It will
certainly prove a trend in the line of thinking of
those most interested in field trials.” But Bill thinks
that consideration can be given to certain features.
He assumes that it is early in the year to be picking
dogs for the Hall of Fame for 1954, but of course
the election is intended to take in celebrated canines
and distinguished personalities since the dawn of the
sport. But the Indianapolis sportsman feels “So
many people are on vacation in the middle of the
summer, and many of them are not as interested
as they are during the height of the field trial sea-
son” that he thinks the annual poll might better be
held late in the year. Bill Jarrett also brings up a
point commented on by other correspondents: “There
should be some system to prevent more than one
vote from each person. Unless I am misinformed,
there is no way to check the amount of votes that
any one person could turn in. Incidentally, a true
picture cannot be arrived at unless everyone sin-
cerely interested joins in the voting.”

Herman Smith, the Hatchechubbee, Ala., profes-
sional handler, and Chesley H. Harris, veteran pro
of Hayneville, Ala., both now in Canada, had
thoughts on the method of voting. Herman asserted:
“It looks to me like the ballot system could have a
‘bug’ in it due to the fact that one’s name is not -
signed to the ballot and it is possible for one person
to send in a dozen ballots from different addresses;
in other words, a group could pack the ballot box



